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ABSTRACT : 

 

This paper examines the tension between archival silence and forensic memory in Anil’s Ghost by Michael Ondaatje, 

situating the novel within the violent socio-political landscape of postcolonial Sri Lanka. Archival silence is understood 

as the systematic erasure, omission, or suppression of marginalized voices within official state records, particularly in 

contexts marked by political conflict and institutional control. In contrast, forensic memory emerges as a counter-

discursive practice that seeks to reconstruct suppressed histories through scientific investigation, material evidence, and 

interpretive recovery. The novel foregrounds this dynamic through its focus on forensic experts who attempt to identify 

victims of state violence, thereby challenging the authority of official narratives and exposing the fragility of institutional 

truth. 

 

The study argues that Anil’s Ghost reconfigures truth as a contested and mediated construct shaped by competing forces 

of power, memory, and evidence. Through the recovery of skeletal remains and the reconstruction of identities, forensic 

practices in the novel function not only as scientific procedures but also as ethical and political acts of resistance against 

state-imposed silence. At the same time, the narrative highlights the limitations and ambiguities inherent in such processes, 

emphasizing that memory—whether archival or forensic—is always partial, interpretive, and vulnerable to manipulation. 

 

Drawing on postcolonial theory, memory studies, and trauma theory, the paper explores how personal and collective 

memories intersect and conflict in the aftermath of violence. It further engages with emerging technological frameworks, 

including digital forensics and AI-driven memorialization (such as griefbots), to extend the novel’s concerns into 

contemporary debates about the ownership, authenticity, and ethics of remembering. These technologies, while offering 

new modes of preserving memory, also complicate the boundaries between truth and fabrication, raising questions about 

consent, representation, and the commodification of the dead. 

Additionally, the paper examines the ethical dilemmas surrounding truth-seeking in conflict zones, where the act of 

uncovering hidden histories may simultaneously enable justice and risk further harm. By integrating qualitative and 

computational approaches, the study underscores the need for interdisciplinary methodologies in addressing large-scale 

patterns of violence and disappearance. 

 

Ultimately, this paper contends that Anil’s Ghost presents a powerful critique of the politics of memory in postcolonial 

societies, revealing how truth is continually negotiated between silence and testimony, absence and recovery. The novel 

thus underscores the enduring struggle to reclaim suppressed histories and assert ethical responsibility in the face of 

systemic erasure. 
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Introduction 

 

Archival silence is the gap, omission, or erasure within formal records, archives, and other repositories. These were, or 

are now, created by deliberate exclusion by the state in some cases of certain people who are not available from official 

records or archives. Amid postcolonial Sri Lanka where state and institutional archives might not document or recognize 

the experiences of peripheral groups or victims of violence such silences are more pronounced. It makes it difficult to 

recover what has happened historically and to challenge the legitimacy of narratives as they appear at the official level as 

well. Forensic memory, in contrast, incorporates the exploration and recovery of the identities and experiences of those 

lost or forgotten, by scientific and technological means—i.e., forensic anthropology, pathology, digital reinvention. In 

Michael Ondaatje’s *Anil’s Ghost*, forensic memory plays a vital role in contesting official ‘truth’ and in documenting 

the violence and grief in postcolonial Sri Lanka. The key here is to put at the center of the work the work of the forensic 

experts who fight to rebuild the lives of the disappeared and the dead, challenging the state’s monopoly of history and 

memory in history and legend. Recent technological advances, such as the post-mortem generative ghosts or griefbots, 

have exacerbated the task of forensic memory. These AI-powered systems replicate interactions with the dead person of 

the past using digital evidence – personal literature, voice recordings, activities on social media, videos – to generate AI-

impersona that copy the speech and gestures of the deceased. Griefbots are supposed to be for memorialization and help 

grieving people process grief, but they also raise a huge ethical, psychological, social, and legal concern. Critics highlight 

how the lack of clear visibility offers a potential barrier for grief and wonder about posthumous consent and who owns 

digital identities, particularly in those instances where digital identities are used as long as they are not backed by formal 

sign off by the deceased or bereaved families. It is in the context of *Anil’s Ghost* that the contesting relationship between 

archival silence and forensic memory is complicated by new technologies brought by the internet, which in turn produce 

new methods (and new ways of thinking about what is and isn't valid, what is or isn’t a memory, and what can we count 

as truth, who we are, and what is acceptable and illegal to remember.  

 

 

RESEARCH QUESTIONS :  

 

● How does Anil’s Ghost represent archival silence and its impact on marginalized histories? 

● In what ways does forensic memory challenge and reconstruct official narratives of truth? 

● How are power, politics, and institutional authority implicated in the production of historical knowledge? 

● What role do personal and collective memories play in negotiating identity in post-conflict societies? 

● How do emerging technologies complicate traditional notions of memory, authenticity, and representation? 

 

RESEARCH OBJECTIVES : 

 

● To analyze the concept of archival silence in Anil’s Ghost and its relation to state power and historical erasure. 

● To examine forensic memory as a narrative and methodological tool for recovering suppressed histories. 

● To explore how the novel challenges the authority and legitimacy of official truth in postcolonial Sri Lanka. 

● To investigate the intersection of personal and collective memory in shaping post-conflict identities. 

● To assess the ethical implications of truth-seeking and memory reconstruction in conflict zones. 

1. Background of postcolonial Sri Lanka and Anil’s Ghost 

1.1 Structural difficulties and Economic uncertainty 

Postcolonial Sri Lanka’s social setting in Anil’s Ghost is shaped by economic instability and a string of structural problems 

that molded the country’s history and politics. High levels of government debt both domestic and foreign built up over 

time left a crippling burden on public finances. A government that continued to run serious budget deficits and spend  
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beyond what was possible to pay for the public service was further exacerbating this unsustainable debt with fiscal 

mismanagement. And a deepening fiscal deficit necessitated greater borrowing, entrenching this country in a cycle of 

economic instability. Adding to the problems were falling export earnings, especially in lucrative sectors like clothing and 

textiles, hit by increased competition and worldwide economic stagnation. This drop put pressure on Sri Lanka’s finances 

from outside and was a contributing factor to the general economic crisis. And high inflation had driven down the people’s 

purchasing power - their cost of living, for instance - and adding further stress also to what became an already fragile 

economy. External shocks such as the increase of oil prices and the volatility in world finance also aggravated such 

economic pressures. These acute issues were caused by deeper structural problems such as poor economic diversification, 

insufficient infrastructure and low productivity, which impeded sustainable growth and recovery.  

 

1.2 Political instability and their impact on society 

 

These are the characteristics for postcolonial Sri Lanka’s history, with both a very unsymmetrical arrangement of 

governments and policy uncertainty providing a poor climate for domestic as well as outside investment. This instability 

not only inhibited economic growth, however, it instilled fear throughout society that only served to compound the existing 

political instability. The government's policies, like sudden drops in taxes and a move toward organic or biological 

farming, also upset the economic conditions and brought on a plethora of social weaknesses which already existed there. 

Far from being isolated incidents in history, these are part of a bigger social pattern - in fact violence, displacement and 

even truth and memory are the major topics Anil’s Ghost deals with. The simultaneous experiences of economic suffering 

and political turbulence create fertile soil upon which the emergence of ‘archival silences’ and forensic memory can only 

grow, as individuals and communities tried to come to terms with those legacies of conflict and make use postcolonial 

nation-building issues [2].  

 

2. Archival Silence, Theories and Literary Concept in Postcolonial Contexts 

 

2.1 Lived Experience of Silence as Isolation and Absence 

 

Archival silence in postcolonial literature is frequently understood to take on complex meanings, and by its very literal 

meaning, it is often seen to mean more than mere absence of recorded voices – it is rather the presence of absence, a severe 

existential state that leads to isolation, inadequacy of the archive without voices, and a need to be recognised. The 

euphemistically-based term is translated in the term "stuck in a soundproof room" and feeling "utterly alone" captures the 

effect on those who are subjected to enforced silence. Such a kind of "locked in a soundproof room" and feeling "utterly 

alone" captures the psychological and emotional distress of enforced silence – it is beyond its toll on the psyche; it is the 

collective act as an oppressive experience of isolation. Not only does the feeling of being "a ghost, a shadow of my former 

self" accentuate the place of liminality and invisibility that archival silence places, where people or groups are at the 

periphery of a historical and cultural narrative and are either unable to fully join in or cannot assert themselves within it. 

This perception resonates with the postcolonial critique more generally of how ruling nations systematically silence 

dissenting or subaltern voices to make their experiences and histories inaccessible or illegible in official archives. 

 

2.2 There's This urge to Break Silence and Get Repressed 

 

Even if oppressive, archival silence in postcolonial literature has not entirely forgotten there is always the urge to resist 

and transcend it. The “all-consuming” motivation to make myself heard and the desire to “write a symphony capable of 

capturing the agony of silence” reveal a contradictory tension between stifled silences and a shared desire to express 

oneself. Such a desire is not just individual; rather, it is collective, a desire to be made aware, and one that goes beyond a 

single person or group and embraces those structures that sustain silence. Because music is the medium that "transcends 

words" and is also where "the emotions trapped inside are expressed," such a metaphor is evocative of ways postcolonial 

writers and communities use postmodern strategies to respond in a new light to archival removal, re-articulating their 

experience through a medium of music. Such acts of resistance present themselves with a sense of urgency and necessity, 

as silence is felt both to be a "crushing loneliness" and a "prison of words" imposed by others, the folks who "took my  
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voice and condemned me." Positioning archival silence in this way, we are given a site of trauma as well as a call to action 

for creative and political work, arguing that our postcolonial narratives are based on narratives of memory reconstruction 

and agency (thus the reclaiming of agency). 

 

3. Stories of Memory as a Narrative Source 

 

Forensic memory, as considered in the context of digital forensic examinations, entails the purposeful retrieval, analysis, 

and interpretation of data from technology. In the presented paper, forensic memory is used when a smartphone — namely, 

an Apple iPhone 6s and Xiaomi Redmi Note 4 — uses specific tools and processes. It can be technical, involving things 

like jailbreaking and/or using different recovery partitions (to open to another version of storage that was previously 

inaccessible). Applying tools like the iPhone RootFS and Team Win Recovery Project (TWRP) enables them to collect 

memory images and employ command line utilities and specialist software (e.g., DB Browser for SQLite, GHex) to 

traverse, translate, and restore data structures in the devices.  

 

This forensic method of memory acts as a narrative tool by allowing reconstructions of events, actions, and histories that 

no longer exist or are hidden away. Recovering data from the memory of digital devices echoes the process of unlocking 

hidden, or perhaps suppressed, histories within literary and cultural accounts — specifically in environments characterized 

by archival silence. The process of digital forensics is technical and systematic, offering a framework for contesting 

official narratives to identify alternative truths. By reassembling and patching up pieces of data, forensic memory contests 

and complicates canonical accounts of the past through the erasures and omissions of archival silence. In addition, the 

narrative device of forensic memory also emphasizes the interaction among technology, memory, and truth. Data recovery 

and analysis is not merely a technical exercise but also an interpretive one; this is how one builds meaning and articulates 

contested truths. In postcolonial settings, such as Sri Lanka, where official archives may be partial or self-censoring, 

forensic memory emerges as a powerful instrument of recovery of collective agency and reconstruction of pasts marginal 

to the dominant view. The potential within this mode of narrative-making in forensic memory is its capacity to cross the 

silences separating absence from presence and silence from testimony, facilitating a more subtle understanding of (and 

connection to) truth and memory in the aftermath of conflict. 

 

4. Challenging Truth and Authority in Anil’s Ghost 

 

4.1 The Mediation of Truth: Technological and Archival Constructs 

 

In Anil’s Ghost, the questioning of truth and authority is bound up with the ways in which memory and evidence are 

mediated, especially through technological and archival apparatuses, and its relationship with memory; particularly in 

terms of identity or artefactual structures. The rise of post-mortem generative ghosts—AI-driven bots, that is, the kind of 

AI-generated systems which simulate interacting with another that can act on the victims, to which Anil's Ghost, the one 

AI has replaced the dead person in our world in a post-mortem context—would provide us with today’s close and 

potentially comparative analogue to the novel’s portrayal of how the body of truth is shaped, retained, and challenged in 

the aftermath of violence. These griefbots depend on information digitalized to digital traces, including personal writings, 

voice recordings, and social media activities, to develop AI personas whose speech mimics what the deceased’s speech 

and movements will give up in order to give people an opportunity to memory, and support them in mourning. This 

technology mediated process of memory mirrors the forensic and archival pursuit in Anil’s Ghost that we encounter for 

our protagonists are reconstructing an identity and tale of the lost from physical remains and documentary evidence. In 

both cases, the fragility and contestation of truth that appears from layers of mediation (both mediated 

technology/computer control and bureaucratic-mediated surveillance) is thrown into sharp relief, as are the difficulties in 

claiming legitimacy when faced with loss, erasure.  

 

 

 

 

https://ijsmt.org/
mailto:editor@ijsmt.org


International Journal of Science, Strategic Management and Technology 
Volume 02 Issue 03 March-2026 | ISSN: 3108-1762 (Online) | Impact Factor: 3.8 

An International, Peer-Reviewed, Open Access Scholarly Journal Indexed in recognized academic databases 

 
© Author(s). This work is peer-reviewed, openly published, and permanently archived 
This article is openly accessible and reusable with proper attribution.     
https://ijsmt.org/ , Email: editor@ijsmt.org                                                                                                                                                                                             5 
 

 

4.2 Ethical and Epistemological Dilemmas Regarding Authority 

 

It asks for moral consideration, which is often lost in the search for truth. Generative ghosts also bring ethical and 

epistemological questions to bear that touch the heart of any of the characters in Anil’s Ghost. Griefbots also become a 

breeding ground for critique of this kind of technology with an argument that they could create a false sense of presence, 

making mourning and loss acceptance difficult. Additionally, employing publicly available data to make AI memorials 

without specific authorization from those who have died or their relatives raises concerns about the control of memory 

posthumously and ownership. In Anil’s Ghost, these same questions come up when forensic evidence and personal history 

are used and misappropriated by different actors—state actors, international organizations, survivors—all with very own 

values and histories and claims of truth. AI avatars’ increasing realism may provoke legal and moral debates about the 

control of digital selves in death, as the novel discusses who gets to act as a ghost of the dead and who gets to tell the 

words of history. These overlapping obstacles highlight the contested character of authority in the production of the truth, 

both in the digital era and in the postcolonial setting of Sri Lanka that Anil’s Ghost charts.  

 

5. Representation of State Violence and Disappearance 

 

5.1 qualitative approaches to documenting state violence and disappearance 

 

Qualitative methods have dominated the representations of state violence and disappearance in the media, which 

emphasizes case analyses, historical reinterpretations, and the legal framework (Hochstein and Buhmann 2012) as the 

dominant modality. A second group of scholars has analyzed specific cases of forced disappearances from a state 

perspective (Barreto 2019), emphasizing the widespread and prolonged impact that such crimes have on individual and 

community victims [5]. In those instances however, Barreto (2019) suggests various legal and historical interpretations 

show that historical memory and historical reconstructions, combined with current knowledge are central to understanding 

both state violence and disappeared phenomena and their prevalence in contemporary society. More recent publications 

of the Centro Nacional de Memoria Histórica (2015, 2018) and Human Rights Watch (2015, 2021) offer more extensive 

descriptions of the phenomenon, with reporting on the complicity of top officials in extrajudicial executions and the 

perpetuation of repressive policies disguised behind institutional rationales.  

 

These qualitative analyses often explore the ideological, symbolic and pedagogical aspects of violence as shown in Giraldo 

(2021), Palencia (2011) and Movimiento de Reconciliación (FOR) and Coordinación Colombia-Europa-Estados Unidos 

(CCEEU) (2014) which explain how violence justified through discourse and institutional practices is repeated and re-

written and reproduced as normalizing violence. Those annual reports from CINEP/PPP (2019), in addition, also support 

such claims by also highlighting the continuing nature of human rights abuses and their continuity over time. Yet although 

such qualitative methodologies can provide a rich variety of context-rich understanding of the lived experiences of victims 

and the nature (interconnectedness) of state violence, they frequently have little capacity to systematically describe how 

larger scale patterns or dynamics of the commission of crimes – including forced disappearances and extrajudicial killings 

– form the causal foundation for the problem.  

 

5.2 The Quantitative and Hybrid Approach 

 

Increasing the Analytical Tools. Unlike qualitative research, a certain attention is paid to the lack of studies with a 

quantitative analysis of patterns, relationships or organisational structure of state violence and disappearance. Such 

research methodology limitation has precluded a more complete comprehension of the dynamics of crimes such as the so-

called "falsos positivos." Other national contexts such as Argentina and Guatemala have used mixed methodology, where 

qualitative methodologies have been used in combination with statistical and data mining research to determine how 

patterns of state violence develop. These mixed approaches do more than confirm previous qualitative findings; it also 

reveals new patterns of occurrence which may not be noticed in purely descriptive research. Network analysis with regard 

to written material (attached) accounts of judicial testimony has emerged as an important tool to map relationship between 

actors, concepts and events, providing a structural and relational view of the discourses generated by transitional justice  
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bodies (including the JEP) [5]. Moreover, with the adoption of NLP and ML for analysis, new analytic tools are becoming 

available such as automated identification of narrative patterns, discovery of themes, and analysis of emotional content of 

testimonies. In conclusion, international practice shows that such hybrid approaches improve the recording of human 

rights abuses, facilitate the development of reparation policies and make prevention mechanisms stronger. In terms of the 

Colombian reality, the consideration of the methodological implementation of such methods may help build a strong 

empirical underpinning to supplement the qualitative efforts of memory organizations to support the foundations such as 

truth, justice, reparation, and non-repetition.  

 

6. Collision between Personal and Collective memory 

 

The question of how personal and collective memory operates together is an important theme for the study of archival 

silence and forensic memory, even more so for postcolonial Sri Lanka as represented in Anil’s Ghost. Although the context 

we offer has been limited to the technical details of memory fragmentation and the interpretability of patterns in 

computational memory, some of these can be applied to the literature and culture on memory on postcolonial texts as well. 

The state space of memory (and the array of states that constitute it and their intersections) becomes a metaphor for the 

rich complexity in collective and individual memories. Just as memory in a system can be fragmented, concealed, or 

rendered opaque, so too can personal and collective recollections be fragmented, erased, or preserved selectively. The 

human-readable nature of memory patterns in computational models serves to highlight the significance of interpretability 

and transparency — both things that are vital on contested issues of truth and recovery for suppressed histories in 

postcolonial contexts. In addition, the mathematical rigor and repeatability of well-defined memory paths in computer 

systems indicate difficulties encountered in the human realm, where memory itself—both individual and communal—

takes people's memories on challenge; they are partial and not always well defined. In a computational context, memory 

patterns can be precisely mentioned and verified, in stark contrast with the uncertainties involved in reconstructing 

historical narratives from fragmented or obscured records. This tension echoes the quandaries exhibited in Anil’s Ghost, 

where retrieval of truth is rendered problematic by those whose voice has been left out of archives and by the conflicting 

narratives that individual testimony carries across. As such, the technical discourse on memory fragmentation and 

interpretability can operate as a useful lens to better analyze the processes of personal and collective memory in 

postcolonial Sri Lanka. It is vital for transparent, interpretable, and rigorous approaches to both computational and cultural 

memory, while acknowledging that there is a certain amount of limitation (and a certain amounts of difficulty), if not only 

inherent to the possibility of reconstructing the past in a way that does not rely entirely on incomplete or competing 

sources.  

 

 

7. Ethical Implications of Truth-Seeking in Conflict Zones 

 

7.1 The Relativity and Contextuality of Truth 

 

There is no easy way to answer the ethical dilemma of what is truth and what is not, especially in conflict regions. Truth 

then becomes a multi-dimensional and ambiguous construct that is dependent on, and is generated along the paths of, the 

means, aims, and conditions in which it is pursued and disclosed. This epistemic view of truth stands in contrast to such 

absolute or fixed conceptions, as those advanced by Hannah Arendt, who claims that truth is “what we cannot change.” 

In conflict situations though, the absence of a metaphysical undergirding of truth makes it contingent, provisional, and 

open to control or repression according to power relations and the needs of specific actors. This generates serious ethical 

concerns about the obligation of the agents who hunt for, produce and spread the truth in such settings, particularly when 

the revelation of particular truths may have destabilizing or harmful consequences that cause damage for others or 

communities.  
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7.2 The Complexity of Concealment and Disclosure 

 

One such ethical issue in truth-seeking in the context of conflict is whether or not to disclose uncomfortable or dangerous 

truths are more worthwhile, or instead keep an advantageous silence between oneself and others for social or economic 

stability or risk for the individual. The parallel to “The Truman Show,” as well as the concept of concealing alien 

visitations makes transparent the conflict between openness and paternalism to protect the public from disillusioned or 

harmful knowledge. Anil’s Ghost, for example, is all about the archival silence and selective exposure of forensic evidence 

as a double bind in post-colonial Sri Lanka. As a matter of ethics, the issue is heightened by the possibility that knowledge 

itself might become a weapon for the attackers, leading others into greater violence or even outright repression. The 

question of “how much need-to-know if that knowledge is harmful or disillusioning?” becomes contentious, particularly 

where the pursuit of truth unintentionally opens up vulnerable persons or communities to new kinds of risks or threatens 

delicate mechanisms of reconciliation and healing. Also, suppression of truth can further injustice and deny victims 

recognition and redress so ethical truth-seeking must balance between the demands of disclosure, duty of care and care of 

protection.  

 

7.3 Autonomy; Agency; and the Limits of Knowing 

 

They are compounded by questions of autonomy and agency, further complicating the ethical implications of truth-

seeking. This highlights that individuals (or communities) do not have the freedom to devote themselves to some truths 

or do not even want to know what they are not permitted to know. This brings up a meta-ethical dimension: the right not 

to know (and that is the moral permissibility of being ignorant, in which knowledge can be coercive or unbearable). And 

in war zones with power differentials and intense interest in knowledge, the imposition of truth as such also can be seen 

as a form of violence or domination. Ethical truth-seeking must, therefore, be concerned with more than just the content 

of the revelation, but with the processes of the production and transfer and reception of knowledge, and with respecting 

the autonomy and dignity of the implicated human and community. The pervasive existence of the “unknown unknowns” 

acts as a prompt for an attitude of the humility and the circumspection necessary to engage ethically with truth in the realm 

of conflict and chaos. 

 

8. The critical reception and debates 

 

Scholarly Debates have been formed by broader concerns about the ethics of the techniques of monumenting the dead and 

what it says about the efficacy and implications of memorialization technologies in general, or in post-conflict societies 

like postcolonial Sri Lanka. *Anil's Ghost*, the criticism and scholarly debate between themes of silence about the 

archives and forensic memory in post-war years. Although the novel itself does not address this AI-driven 

memorialization, it is very interesting to think about how generative ghosts and griefbots offer a modern prism to see the 

politics of truth, memory, and the politics of representation.  

 

8.1 Memorialization, Grief, and the Ethics of Representation 

 

Scholarly attention has turned more and more to what AI-based technologies like generative ghosts—systems that model 

interactions with the deceased—do for grieving and memorialization. These systems employ digital traces to create AI 

personas and create emotional comfort for users who are grieving a loss. This leads to a challenge of the authenticity and 

authority of memory particularly when remembering is technologically mediated or reconstructed from fragmented 

archives in the case of *Anil’s Ghost*. Detractors say these technologies can make it appear as if they exist, and that they 

can help stymie the psychological processing of loss. This is a theme echoed in the themes of the novel around archival 

silence, in which the lack and alteration of records makes truth and justice increasingly difficult to achieve in postcolonial 

Sri Lanka. The ethical quandary of obtaining posthumous acquiescence—digital memorials made without explicit consent 

from the dead party or relatives—deepens the politics of memory and, once again, reverberates, as does the novel’s 

questioning of who has the right to speak for the dead, which ultimately informs the maintenance or obliteration of their 

stories. 
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8.2 Ownership, Control and the Fight for Truth 

 

In fact another area of academic controversy involves the legal and philosophical issues regarding who owns, controls 

and possesses digital identities after death. Growing realism in AI avatars and griefbots has raised worries about memory 

as commodity, and about the manipulation or exploitation of the dead in a digital afterlife. When placed in the context of 

*Anil’s Ghost*, these debates reflect the book’s presentation of forensic memory, that historical reconstruction by person 

and group is messy and unsettled. The forensic investigations in the novel are a metaphor for the wider war of who owns 

the past narrative and the construction or contestation of truth in the aftermath of violence. AI-inspired memorials, whose 

digital traces are only selective in nature, serve as a reminder of the limitations of any archival system, that is the basis 

upon which the latter is constructed, and reinforce the novel’s critique of its portrayal of silences and gaps in historical 

memory in postcolonial contexts.  

 

8.3 Therapeutic Value and Psychological Exposure 

 

While some scholars and practitioners advocate the therapeutic power of griefbots and generative ghosts  

arguing that they could serve to promote a process for helping people grieve and reminisce  

other practitioners warn against their psychological dangers. That those technologies could prolong or obstruct grieving 

and acceptance of loss is a common thread in critical conversations. That tension reflects an ambivalence in *Anil’s 

Ghost* over the role of forensic memory:  

  

while the recovery and identification of the dead may provide closure and a sense of justice,   

it could also reopen wounds and re-instate cycles of trauma. Its treatment of memorial work in after a tragedy of an 

international proportions is not only powerful, perhaps the most disturbing aspect of the story, and an argument for the 

novel itself, but it also strikes a chord with more contemporary discussions in the 21st century concerning ‘the 

psychological effects’ of technologically mediated memorialization, especially in regards to potential challenges and 

dangers embedded in that work, such as those associated with the reconciliation of trauma, memory, and unresolved grief.  

 

Conclusion 

 

Examining *Anil’s Ghost* with its own lens is illuminating: the book’s textually complex treatment of the historical, 

political, and ethical intricacies of postcolonial Sri Lanka and what it means to carry out a research project at that moment, 

in the conditions of forensic memory and archival silence can be found on page 99. Through particular details, the text 

foregrounds the pervasive economic and political instability that distorts both individual and collective experience as 

personal stories against a backdrop of systemic violence and the erasure. This sense of archival silence becomes more 

than a lack or absence but is what it represents as a state of life, one defined not just by the aloneness and silencing but by 

the impulse to address such silence and the persistent need to reclaim power and claim truth from one's world anew. 

Forensic memory works as an important narrative agent as well, mediating the struggle for truth and authority through 

technological / archival means. The nature of these constructs is interrogated, and the epistemological challenge of 

documenting state violence and disappearance is underscored. The intersection of qualitative with quantitative 

methodologies is deployed, both to expand the analytical toolbox, and to foreground the multifaceted nature of truth-

seeking in conflict zones. This highlights the relativity and contextual nature of truth the relationship between memory 

and public, both personal and public, and the weight of these stories on concealment, revelation, control, and the limit of 

knowing. The critical reception of the novel contributes to the debates in memorialization, grief, representation, and 

ownership of a contested truth, while recognizing the possibility of therapy and psychological risks of facing a story that 

is traumatic. In the end, *Anil's Ghost* exemplifies the difficulty of depicting violence and desolation in postcolonial 

settings by making it necessary for a new readership to meditate on the ethics of witnessing as well as the constraints of 

these subjects, and reminds readers at large of the continuing importance of memory forensic as well as archival 

knowledge to the struggle for justice and recognition. 

 

  

https://ijsmt.org/
mailto:editor@ijsmt.org


International Journal of Science, Strategic Management and Technology 
Volume 02 Issue 03 March-2026 | ISSN: 3108-1762 (Online) | Impact Factor: 3.8 

An International, Peer-Reviewed, Open Access Scholarly Journal Indexed in recognized academic databases 

 
© Author(s). This work is peer-reviewed, openly published, and permanently archived 
This article is openly accessible and reusable with proper attribution.     
https://ijsmt.org/ , Email: editor@ijsmt.org                                                                                                                                                                                             9 
 

 

References 

 

[1] V. Methuku and P. K. Myakala, "Digital Doppelgangers: Ethical and Societal Implications of Pre-Mortem AI Clones," 

arXiv preprint arXiv:2502.21248, 2025. [Online]. Available: https://arxiv.org/abs/2502.21248 

 

[2] V. Katranidis and G. Barany, "FaaF: Facts as a Function for the evaluation of generated text," arXiv preprint 

arXiv:2403.03888, 2024. [Online]. Available: https://arxiv.org/abs/2403.03888 

 

[3] S. Y. Lee, H. Hwang, T. Kim, Y. Kim, K. Park, J. Yoo, D. Borsboom, et al., "Emergence of psychopathological 

computations in large language models," arXiv preprint arXiv:2504.08016, 2025. [Online]. Available: 

https://arxiv.org/abs/2504.08016 

 

[4] S. Ebbers, F. Ising, "Grand Theft App: Digital Forensics of Vehicle Assistant Apps," arXiv preprint arXiv:2106.04974, 

2021. [Online]. Available: https://arxiv.org/abs/2106.04974 

 

[5] J. Sosa, A. Urrego-López, C. Prieto, and E. J. Camargo-Díaz, "Constructing the Truth: Text Mining and Linguistic 

Networks in Public Hearings of Case 03 of the Special Jurisdiction for Peace (JEP)," arXiv preprint arXiv:2504.04325, 

2025. [Online]. Available: https://arxiv.org/abs/2504.04325 

 

[6] K. Svozil, "The Mosquito incident and the need-(not-)to-know," arXiv preprint arXiv:2209.08616, 2022. [Online]. 

Available: https://arxiv.org/abs/2209.08616 

https://ijsmt.org/
mailto:editor@ijsmt.org

