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Abstract 

This paper proposes Textual Gravity Theory as a new paradigm for understanding literary meaning. Moving beyond 

established frameworks such as, and, the study reconceptualizes meaning as a dynamic force shaped by attraction and 

resistance within a literary text. 

Drawing metaphorically from the concept of gravity, the theory argues that dominant elements— such as themes, characters, 

and conflicts—function as “gravitational centers” that pull 

interpretation in particular directions. At the same time, counter-elements operate as resistance forces, complicating and 

diversifying meaning. 

The paper further demonstrates that literary meaning is neither fixed nor entirely subjective but emerges through the 

interaction of textual forces and reader engagement. By focusing on the dynamic interplay of these forces, Textual Gravity 

Theory offers a fresh and interdisciplinary framework for literary interpretation, with potential applications across genres, 

periods, and cultural contexts. 
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Introduction 

The question of how meaning is produced in literature has remained central to literary studies for decades. Various theoretical 

frameworks have attempted to explain the processes through which texts generate and communicate meaning. , influenced by 

, emphasizes the role of underlyingstructures and systems of signs in determining meaning. According to this perspective, 

meaning is derived from the relationships between linguistic elements within a stable system. 

However, this structural stability is challenged by , particularly through the work of , who argues that meaning is inherently 
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unstable and constantly deferred. Derrida’s notion of différance 

suggests that meaning is never fully present but is always postponed within an endless chain of signification. 

In contrast, shifts the focus from the text to the reader. Theorists such as and argue that meaning is not contained within the 

text but is produced through the reader’s interaction with it. This 

perspective highlights the role of individual interpretation and cultural context in shaping literary meaning. 

While these theoretical approaches have significantly contributed to literary studies, they also reveal certain limitations. 

Structuralism tends to overlook the dynamic and evolving nature of interpretation, Deconstruction risks dissolving meaning 

into indeterminacy, and Reader-response criticism may overemphasize subjectivity. There remains a need for a theoretical 

framework that can account for both the stability and fluidity of meaning while also explaining why certain 

interpretations become dominant within a text. 

 

This paper introduces Textual Gravity Theory as a response to this gap. By conceptualizingmeaning as a force of attraction, 

the theory offers a new way of understanding how literary texts organize and direct interpretation. It suggests that meaning is 

shaped by the interaction of 

multiple forces within the text, which guide the reader toward particular interpretations while simultaneously allowing for 

alternative possibilities. 

Textual Gravity as a Dynamic Force of Meaning 

 

The central argument of Textual Gravity Theory is that literary meaning is governed by forces analogous to gravity. These 

forces operate within the text to influence narrative development, 

shape interpretation, and determine the relative dominance of ideas. Instead of viewing meaning as fixed or entirely 

subjective, this theory presents it as the outcome of dynamic interactions 

between textual elements and reader engagement. 

 

At the core of this framework is the concept of gravitational centers. These are dominant 

 

elements within a literary text—such as key themes, central characters, or major conflicts—that exert a strong pull on 

interpretation. Gravitational centers function as organizing forces, guiding the direction of the narrative and influencing how 

meaning is constructed. For example, in , the theme of ambition serves as the central gravitational force. The protagonist’s 

desire for power 

drives the plot forward, shaping both the sequence of events and the tragic outcome. All other elements in the play are drawn 

toward this central force, reinforcing its dominance. 

Closely related to gravitational centers are narrative orbits, which describe the movement of 

 

characters and subplots around the central force. Characters are not isolated entities; rather, their actions and relationships 

are shaped by their proximity to the gravitational center. In , the 

institution of marriage functions as the central force. The choices, conflicts, and resolutions of the characters revolve 

around this theme, demonstrating how narrative elements are organized within an orbit of meaning. 

Another crucial aspect of the theory is the concept of gravity shifts. Unlike static models of 

 

meaning, Textual Gravity Theory emphasizes that gravitational centers can change over time. As the narrative progresses, 

new forces may emerge, altering the direction and intensity of meaning. 

https://ijsmt.org/
mailto:editor@ijsmt.org


International Journal of Science, Strategic Management and Technology 
Volume 02 Issue 03 March-2026 | ISSN: 3108-1762 (Online) | Impact Factor: 3.8 

An International, Peer-Reviewed, Open Access Scholarly Journal Indexed in recognized academic databases 

 
© Author(s). This work is peer-reviewed, openly published, and permanently archived 
This article is openly accessible and reusable with proper attribution.     
https://ijsmt.org/ , Email: editor@ijsmt.org                                                                                                                                                                                             3 

 

This dynamic process is evident in , where the narrative initially appears to center on romantic desire but gradually shifts 

toward themes of illusion, wealth, and moral decay. This shift redefines the reader’s understanding of the text, demonstrating 

that meaning evolves through changes in narrative gravity. 

In addition to dominant forces, literary texts also contain resistance forces—elements that challenge or oppose the 

gravitational center. These forces introduce complexity and prevent a single, unified interpretation. Resistance may take the 

form of marginalized voices, minor characters, or subversive themes that disrupt the dominant narrative. In , while the 

narrative appears to support colonial authority, it simultaneously contains critiques of imperialism. These counter-forces 

create tension within the text, highlighting the multiplicity of meaning. 

The interaction between textual forces and the reader is another essential component of the theory. Readers do not passively 

receive meaning; rather, they actively engage with the gravitational forces within the text. Their cultural, social, and 

ideological perspectives influence how they interpret these forces. For instance, a feminist reading of may challenge the 

centrality of marriage, emphasizing issues of gender and autonomy. Similarly, a postcolonial reading of may foreground 

resistance forces, altering the perceived balance of gravity within the text. 

Thus, Textual Gravity Theory provides a comprehensive framework for understanding literary meaning as a dynamic and 

evolving process. It integrates structural, linguistic, and reader- 

oriented approaches while offering a new perspective that emphasizes the role of force and attraction in shaping 

interpretation. 

Conclusion 

Textual Gravity Theory represents a significant shift in the study of literary meaning. By 

 

introducing the concept of gravity as a metaphor for narrative force, the theory moves beyond traditional frameworks that 

focus on structure, language, or reader alone. Instead, it presents meaning as the result of dynamic interactions between 

multiple forces within the text. 

This approach not only explains how meaning is constructed and interpreted but also why certain meanings become 

dominant. It acknowledges both the influence of textual elements and the 

active role of the reader, offering a balanced and flexible model for literary analysis. 

Ultimately, Textual Gravity Theory opens new possibilities for interdisciplinary research and provides a valuable tool for 

understanding literature in a more nuanced and dynamic way. 
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