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Abstract:

The Dalit Consciousness has become a strong literary and socio-cultural movement that resists the traditional structures
of caste oppression and social exclusion in Indian society. The contemporary Bengali literature is increasingly
incorporating these marginalized voices, which emphasize the experiences, struggles, and aspirations of the Dalit
communities. This research paper investigates the representation of the Dalit Consciousness in selected contemporary
Bengali literary texts through the themes of resistance, identity, social justice, and cultural assertion. Through the critical
analysis of poems, short stories, and autobiographical narratives written by both Dalit and non-Dalit writers, this research
paper aims to explore the ways in which literature becomes a site of protest against caste oppression and a platform for
reclaiming dignity and self-representation. The research paper will also explore the narrative strategies, language, and
symbolism employed to represent marginality and resistance in the larger paradigm of subaltern studies and critical caste
discourse. Moreover, the research paper will emphasize the importance of literature in creating social awareness and
resisting the hegemonic cultural narratives that have traditionally silenced the Dalit voices. By means of textual and
thematic analysis, the paper proves that contemporary Bengali literature is not only a record of the socio-economic
reality of the Dalit community but also a factor in the creation of a critical discourse on equality, human rights, and
democracy. Therefore, Dalit literature in Bengal is a very important tool of social transformation.

Keywords: Dalit Consciousness, Contemporary Bengali Literature, Caste Discrimination, Marginalized Voices, Social
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Introduction:

The problem of marginalization on the basis of caste has always been a serious reality in Indian society. The caste system
has always positioned some sections of society, especially Dalits, at the bottom of the social ladder, rendering them
vulnerable to discrimination, marginalization, and deprivation. Literature, as a representation of reality, has been an
important part of the process of highlighting these inequalities and representing the lives of the marginalized sections of
society. In recent years, contemporary Bengali literature has seen an increasing representation of the voices of Dalit
thinkers and intellectuals who attempt to resist the mainstream and represent the lives of the marginalized. As one scholar

observes, “WfeT® IO TF© (T2HF VLT WfoOId FIFF, Iwa 2ozt Ao 4ta Yergram=
wfzer 8 SRW [C] 8212 30) RCATR” (ﬁ’am R05<). Dalit Consciousness is the sense of awareness about

social injustice, assertion of identity, and struggle for dignity and equality among the oppressed castes in the caste system.
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It is a social and literary movement that resists the power structure and domination inherent in the traditional social
order. The philosophical underpinning of Dalit Consciousness is deeply rooted in the ideology of Dr. B. R. Ambedkar,
who strongly criticized the caste system and emphasized the need for social transformation through education.
Ambedkar’s call to the oppressed communities remains a powerful guiding principle: Mifpoxe, Mofde 28 adg
WITATAN BUQI”—a message that continues to inspire Dalit movements and literary expressions across India

(ATTINPL 058). Talking about Bengali literature, the depiction of marginalized sections can be traced back to the
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, where some writers portrayed the lives of peasants, workers, and the socially
disadvantaged. However, these were largely produced by writers belonging to the upper castes and were also a reflection
of the outside view. The rise of Dalit literature in Bengal in the latter half of the twentieth century was a significant
turning point, where writers belonging to the Dalit community started writing about their own experiences. By writing
autobiographies, poems, short stories, and essays, these writers raised voices that had long been silenced in mainstream

literary expression. As noted by a critic, “HfeT® AR OT (FIA IPNI FIIRANT; .ﬂ'ﬁ%m 8 ANIGE
T AT 9F "ll@""ﬁl AI2fS1% WSS (Omvedt, 1994). The modern Bengali Dalit literary tradition

has been enhanced by the presence of writers like Manohar Mouli Biswas, Manoranjan Byapari, and Kalyani Thakur
Charal, among others. Their writings have aptly depicted the tough realities of caste-based discrimination, poverty, and
exclusion, as well as the strength and hopes of the Dalit communities. Autobiographical writings have also had a
significant role in the formation of the Dalit literary tradition because they convert individual experiences into a
collective voice of social injustice. By doing so, literature becomes a strong medium for recording social realities and

challenging the systems that create inequality. As one scholar points out, «“NfSF R L] W{ﬂm 38
WGTTOT T4 AT SIATT AIPT AT, TYF O TANGA TOIF (ITWF STANMGS I
(ATHRITATLITH 008). Another important approach to understanding Dalit literature is offered by the Subaltern
Studies School of thought, which underlines the need to rediscover the voices of the marginalized sections that are
marginalized in the dominant history and cultural discourses. This approach holds that the dominant historical discourse
tends to erase the voices of the subordinate sections of society. The Dalit literature assumes a very important role in this

regard in rediscovering the erased voices. As Ranajit Guha suggests, «“3f ST qAF© %ﬂﬁ'ﬁﬁ QT ﬁT@?
WHEF AfowoNSF (SHHA AT =T wrefaEre (8X YoWR). However, in recent years, the Dalit

consciousness in Bengali literature has progressed from only recording the sufferings and oppression to the formation
of identity, assertion of culture, and struggle for equality and human rights. In this way, the Dalit literature in Bengal not
only mirrors the socio-cultural reality of the marginalized section of society but also acts as a tool of resistance and
transformation in society.

The research paper attempts to investigate the representation of Dalit consciousness in contemporary Bengali literature
through the analysis of selected literary texts that represent the voices and experiences of marginalized sections of
society. Through the exploration of themes of oppression, identity, resistance, and social justice, the paper aims to
uncover how literature becomes a platform for articulating the aspirations and struggles of the Dalit sections of society.

Objectives of the Study:

1) To investigate the depiction of Dalit consciousness and marginalized voices in modern Bengali literary texts.
2) To critically analyze the representation of themes such as caste discrimination, social exclusion, identity, and
resistance in selected Bengali literary texts.

Analysis of the Objective-1

Dalit consciousness is a term used to describe the awareness of oppression on the basis of caste and the assertion of self-
dignity, self-identity, and self-equality among the people in society. In Bengali literature, this Dalit consciousness has
gradually evolved as a powerful literary discourse, which challenges the traditional caste system in society and places
the experience of oppressed communities in the mainstream of literary discourse. According to experts, Dalit literature

© Author(s). This work is peer-reviewed, openly published, and permanently archived
This article is openly accessible and reusable with proper attribution.
https://ijsmt.org/ , Email: editor@ijsmt.org 2



https://ijsmt.org/
mailto:editor@ijsmt.org

Volume 02 Issue 03 March-2026 | ISSN: 3108-1762 (Online) | Impact Factor: 3.8
NGy An International, Peer-Reviewed, Open Access Scholarly Journal Indexed in recognized academic databases

f:,‘ﬂ International Journal of Science, Strategic Management and Technology oPEN 7~ AccESS
[bsvag

has offered a platform wherein the suppressed voices in society can express themselves. As Manohar Mouli Biswas

observes, “TifeT® HIZST AMFES WLIT GIIAFALAN, WA 472 SGNLWF AN AZfo15
GG (ﬁ"ﬂTﬂ' 05R). Traditionally, Bengali literature has reflected the lives of rural poor and disadvantaged sections
of society, but these portrayals have mostly been from the point of view of upper-caste writers. This is why these
portrayals have not had the genuine flavour of lived experiences. The advent of Dalit writing in Bengal in the last century
has brought about an important change in the way literature is represented. The Dalit writers have now started writing
about their own life stories and social situations, thus giving birth to a new form of writing. According to Gail Omvedt,

“Hfere MifFer (@3 RAowa SN 9, 9o IfEE e, A9er 432 TREE TmE Wil 95
W%W HCATEN” (Gm Y®58). This perspective highlights that Dalit literature functions both as creative
expression and as a movement for social transformation. Presently, Bengali Dalit literature includes autobiographies,
poetry, short stories, and essays that vividly describe the experiences of discrimination and exclusion. Among the present
forms of literature, autobiographies have acquired great importance. The autobiographies of the Dalit movement vividly

describe the experiences of caste oppression. Eleanor Zelliot points out that “wfeo W ha | [ TS5 RIS
G AV 2fSZHTE AN T SMTH 98 ANTOTE FIAT (TN TS ST FA” ((GfAo

Yo aR). Through such writings, Dalit authors expose the structural nature of caste inequality and challenge the dominant
narratives that often ignore marginalized voices. Another important aspect of this objective is to examine the way in
which Dalit literature challenges existing power structures and social hierarchies. The Dalit writers bring to light the
reality of discrimination faced by Dalits in educational institutions, workplaces, and social life in general. Sekhar

Bandyopadhyay notes that “JISFATA ATNIG1F 2fS=ITH Gifefefed IS 35 YIF AIGE 8
W{W BSOS IS FLACR” (ATRITATHITH R008). By bringing these realities into literature, Dalit
authors challenge hegemonic cultural structures and demand recognition of marginalized identities. The concept of
Subaltern Studies also offers a significant theoretical basis for understanding the context of Dalit literature. This school
of thought highlights the need to recover the voices of the marginalized sections, who have been excluded from the
dominant narrative of history. Literature plays a vital role in this context, as it offers the oppressed a chance to express
their own experiences and reinterpret social history from their own point of view. Ranajit Guha emphasizes that
RS 57 SNAFHT G AIIF TTT WS (FTH WS Z(I” (BT ddbR). Dalit
literature thus contributes to rewriting social history by highlighting the experiences of those who have long been
silenced. In addition to this, the modern Bengali literature of the Dalits extends beyond the theme of suffering and
oppression. Rather, it focuses on the theme of identity formation and the culture of the Dalits, along with resistance to
oppression and discrimination. In the strong literary forms of the Dalits, the dignity of the latter is asserted. Sharmila

Rege argues that “TifeT® (ALY AfFF T WfoTwonNs ANIGF WINg SHFf O7 R
Zﬂ%'éﬂ'??@"’ (CTSY 000). Thus, Dalit literature not only reflects social realities but also promotes critical awareness
about caste-based injustice and inequality.

Therefore, an analysis of the portrayal of Dalit consciousness and marginalized groups in contemporary Bengali
literature is vital in understanding the role of literature in reflecting society and bringing about social changes in society.
Through an analysis of these literary works, scholars may attempt to understand the role of narrative expression in the
lives of marginalized groups in challenging oppression, asserting identity, and seeking social justice in society. The
portrayal of Dalit consciousness in literature may also be an addition to academic discourse on equality and human rights
in contemporary society.
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Table-1: Representation of Dalit Consciousness in Bengali Literature

A4 WfRerqar Y= fIEw MITNY $FY
WARA NI JRagp) 8 TS AfFET 8 AMfGF IPT  WieTe (o ©Ifgd T
gt Ffger

taTy ABTT

RG]

Cona I C ) Sfer wfrro Nral AfFow 8 ffStary oy @ wfesre (aatwra
MG

TS| R

fcerge
AIfFS NI G121 aqT SNTeE wee

AFI©
GoRITS Rt srey @ e SIS 2ozt
Hfoma~

Analysis of the Objective-2

The contemporary Bengali literature has emerged as an important platform to express all these issues, particularly with
the writings of marginalized sections of society. These writings not only depict the hard realities of discrimination but

also focus on the assertion of dignity and resistance against oppression. As Anupama Rao notes, “HfeTo AfROT N
9% WfoTeOId OIFT, I ANIGIS (ITWT 8 TFNOIF FIOCNNE FTIF YT WG FATT” (ATS 200).
One of the important aspects of this objective is the depiction of caste discrimination in literary works. In many Bengali
literary works, caste discrimination has been shown as an ingrained social phenomenon that affects day-to-day
interactions and access to resources such as education, employment, etc. Literature has also shown how caste affects the
life chances of individuals and limits their social mobility. According to Christophe Jaffrelot, QTSI STNTTG

Tfefefgd f[Aere (@3 AfGie AT ; aft FWer 8 T=Nia IBHT ATHS Srelaend

T (GITHTAAB 00V9). Bengali Dalit writers expose these structural inequalities through powerful storytelling,
thereby making readers aware of the persistent realities of caste oppression. Another important theme that has been dealt
with in contemporary Bengali literature is the concept of social exclusion. Dalits are considered an excluded group in
the mainstream culture and religion of the Indian subcontinent. Dalit literature has portrayed the concept of exclusion in
the form of day-to-day humiliations faced by the Dalits. This represents the concept of exclusion not just at the economic
level but also at the social and cultural levels. Kancha Ilaiah Shepherd observes that “WWW

VALAE 2O ATHR WIATES A4S, ©12 Orend AfRor2 (12 2fS20I7 [Ty wfers xow 816~

m R00®). Through these literary representations, the realities of exclusion become visible and open to critical
discussion. The theme of the formation of identity is also relevant in the context of the study of Dalit literature. For
centuries, the hierarchical structure of the caste system has forced the Dalits to carry stigmatized identities. This has had
an impact on the Dalits’ concept of self-esteem and belonging. The contemporary Bengali Dalit writers are breaking
away from the stigmatized identities by reconstructing the concept of pride and heritage. The Dalits are seeking a new

form of identity through literary expression. Gopal Guru emphasizes that “Hfere Wﬂ'ﬁ'ﬂﬂ? TARN 1O
m 8 AINIfGiF ‘§|§5|\9§ LATTHT AT &7 (VP 005R). This process of identity reconstruction is

clearly reflected in many modern Bengali literary works. Besides identity building, resistance and protest form one of
the essential aspects of Dalit literature. Resistance in literature could take various forms, such as the revelation of
injustice, negation of oppressive traditions, or advocacy of new social values. Bengali Dalit writers describe their
characters as challenging social norms, striving for equality, and fighting for justice. This is one form of resistance,

showing how literature could serve as a tool for social awareness. As Sharmila Rege argues, “wfere Afzey
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RFoma fTetg AfSITng orar (off FTa 93 TGS NGV SITS LT FLA” (CATT 2000).
Thus, literary narratives become a means of challenging hegemonic power structures. Another important aspect in the
analysis of these themes is the relation that exists between literature and social change. The works of Dalit literature do
not only describe the situation of oppression but also encourage critical thinking and lead to movements for equality and
justice. The stories told in these works of literature help in the overall discussion about democracy and human rights.
Thus, the Dalit works of literature can be seen as a cultural movement and intellectual resistance against discrimination
and inequality.

Thus, the analysis of the theme of caste discrimination, exclusion, identity formation, and resistance in the chosen
Bengali works of literature helps in understanding the role of literature in reflecting the situation of the marginalized
communities and challenging the dominant social narratives in society.

Table-2: Representation of Key Themes in Bengali Dalit Literature
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Conclusion:

An examination of Dalit consciousness in contemporary Bengali literature shows that literature is now a potent tool to
express Dalit experiences of discrimination, exclusion, identity, and resistance. Bengali Dalit writers have dramatically
transformed the literary scenario by placing marginalized voices at the centre of their writings, thus subverting the
dominant discourse of the upper castes. Bengali Dalit literature not only expresses Dalit experiences of oppression but

also expresses their dignity, self-identity, and struggle for justice. As reflected in literary discourse, “HieTe AR}
ﬁﬁ“@ © NI AYAFH 8 AfSIANT I TG TN~ (CT5T 200\Y). Furthermore, the study also reveals

that Dalit literature is not only descriptive but also transformative, as it challenges the status quo of existing social orders
and instead advocates for equality and human rights. Thus, the contemporary Bengali texts, with their use of personal
stories and social issues, reflect a more inclusive and democratic social discourse. Therefore, it can be argued that Dalit
literature in Bengal is both a reflection of society and a tool for change.
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